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ffi#it*r's ru#tm
lmagine all the stories of y0ur community

- your shops, your neighbors, Your

restaurants - presented to you beautifully

in a m agazine worthy of a sunny morning

with a cup of coffee.

Now you have it.

Suburban Life Magazine presents its

Elmhurst/0ak Brook edition, filled with

everything you need to know about the

people, places, and events happening in

your hometown.

Every season, you'll get a magazine

focused on you, with an expanded local

calendar of events, community artisans,

outstanding volunteers and interesting

city businesses.

ln this summer edition, we take a ride on

the Explore Elmhurst trolley with longtime

resident Mimi Black, whose voice echoes

through the seats with stories of Elmhurst

h isto ry.

We honor Elmhurst arts advocate and

event planner Roz Long,0ne of our 2016

Women of Distinction winners.

We stop in for a sweet treat at Nothing

Bundt Cakes, go fashion hunting on the

streets of downtown Elmhurst, and chill

out with a cool traveling exhibit at the

Elmhurst Historical Museum.

And as y0u stroll from stop to stop with

us, we hope you'll discover something

new about your own hometown, in Your

Suburban Life Magazine!

Thanks for reading-

Sherri Dauskurdas
Editor

mn thm

ffiffiVffire
Elmhurst resident Mimi

Black is the voice of the

Explore Elmhurst Trolley, the

city's whimsical weekend

transit option.
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Elnnhurst's Mir-ni Blcck tolks comrnunifu coreer onC
ccmorcderie in the city she colls home

Photos by ALDO RISOLVO

There are a few like her in every community.

Those special people who iust seem to know

everybody in town, are tuned in to all that

happens in their communities, and greet folks

everywhere they go with more than the typical
pleasantries.

Suburban Life Magazine Editor Sherri Dauskurdas

stopped in at Elijahs' Coffee and Tea on Vallette

to share a cup of coffee and some conversation

with iust such a person: Elmhurst's Mimi Black.

Mimi is a 17-year resident of the city, a staunch

supporter of the library and the school system

and the voice you'll hear on the Explore Elmhurst

Trolley as you take a tour through the city. (For

those of you who haven't visited the Vallette St.

Elijah's, it's iust a few steps from the trolley stop

at York and Vallette). Her accidental career in

voiceovers has allowed her to remain active in

the city she loves.

Here's a bit of the morning's conversation:

SHERRI - What do you like most about life in

Elmhurst?

MlMl - You know, I'm a transplant, originally

from the East Coast, and in 1999, I was a newbie

to the city, with two kids. lt is quite a large

community, while it has a small town feel. Here

in Elmhurst, people recognize that the whole

is greater than the sum of its parts. People get

involved. They speak up and speak out. They are

invested, and the results show in town.

-Continued on page B
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"'ffa-:il fiut g,'ed f;' e"li;: ts;:llg I

$&'*ffi,ffi$ry$ - I rr*aci in ycur pr*fessinnal bicgraphy

t}:*t y#i-t #t"* psy*hologust by tnallllng. F{ow did you

Ll*t rnv*lv*el ir: vnlceilv*r werk?

P-,ry*e4$ - !t's thnnmiqs t* rily graduate student office

!*r-sti*n lr: sramel*is' psyt:hclegSr depnrtment that

I h*rlgnn i-i't3/ il'dr**r In vcic*-CIvers. l\4y office was

1}ir*r:t!-y adj**ent tm ene occupled hy students who

\rt'#i"fi 5;tr,.ia4yiffir; t"hc *ffects ef aqing 0n memory.

Th*y 'p-{*$'0 piltting tmgether audio tapes and needed

si,1rTrtr-;$l* tq: rernr# lcng stnings cf words and

phrascs. After w**ks cf listcning to the ourtgoing

rncs;s;Id* *fi ri35r 6s5t*e ring ntae hine in the offiee

n*;rt ti**r, s*nle*ffie gct the idea I wnuld be good

f*r t9-r* j*b. \&*'*rri a:f rnouth t*ck h*ld, and I \'*/as

d*iriq hr;nks f*tr the blinel, and th*n pncfessional

Vqlrc#*v*:ss. S*urt I hnd an agcfit, and \&/aS reCording

?:*ntrs f*r th* ildatt*nal til:rary Se rt-'!ce and featurinq

ir: radi* arid telen-'isia:n ccffimere ia!s.

S&'4ffi,ffifle$ - \$orhat rjer yr:u like mcst a[:out the jab?

P*'t$g\*q* -*tfd* pi*$< Lip S0 rnuch from a per$on's voiee.

W* l{nrtw thsir rr*cel, v'rhether el, ruct they are tired,

lup:;r,u{, eg!{;:ted, hapf:y. So that Blays lrrto my work in

F:*y*h*[*g5r and *ves] sCIrne acting' \ffhen I moved to

ili"ri,;:n## lt ui;*s setch a huqe opportunity with all the

meCln l*r:atcd f'l*l"e" And I got to ccntinue sorne of

my work in psychology --l worked with lmagination

Theater and the Chicago Public Schools 0n an anti-

bullying prggram, made presentations to educators

and parents, and participated in the "Ease the

Tease" program, a theatre-based initiative designed

at curbing the teasing which often grows into

bullying. ln addition to that, the wide array of work,

from corporate training to commercials to romance

novels, keeps it interesting.

Also, it has allowed me to stay an involved mom

while my kids grgw up here in Elmhurst. Advances in

technology have allowed me to have a home studio

where I do a lot of my voiceover work, sometimes

in the wee hours of the night in my fuzzy bedroom

slippers. I have been able to craft a career without

giving up home life, which was really important to

me.

SHERRI 'And now you get to be the voice of an

Elmhurst tourism initiative, aS the "tour director"

aboard the Explore Elmhurst Trolley. How does that

make you feel?

MlMl - lt really is something! I get to be an

authentlc cheerleader for this magnificent town! I

hope out comes through in the final product'
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